A RAISIN IN THE SUN




name _________________________
by Lorraine Hansberry
Short Answer Study Guide Questions 
All answers must be written in complete sentences. 
Act I Scene One
1. Why did Walter ask Ruth what was wrong with her?

2. Why was Ruth upset when Walter gave Travis the money?

3. Who are Willy and Bobo?

4. Reading Walter and Ruths’ conversation, what is “graft”?

5. Walter said, "Damn my eggs . . . damn all the eggs that ever was!" Why?

6. Who is Beneatha? What two words might be used to describe her?

7. Why was Mama getting a check for $10,000?

8. Why did Beneatha say she wouldn't marry George?

9. What was Beneatha's attitude towards God?

10. What happened to Ruth at the end of Act I Scene One?

11. What word would you say best describes the theme of this play at this point?

Act I Scene Two
1. Who is Joseph Asagai?

2. What did Ruth find out at the doctor's office?

3. Why is Asagai's present to Beneatha appropriate?

4. Why is Asagai's nickname appropriate?

5. What does Mama say is "dangerous"?

6. Where did Ruth actually go instead of the doctor's office?

7. Why did Mama call Walter a disgrace to his father's memory?
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by Lorraine Hansberry
Short Answer Study Guide Questions 
All answers must be written in complete sentences. 
Act II Scene One
1. What was Beneatha's family doing when George came in?

2. What are "assimilationist Negroes"?

3. What’s the main difference between Walter and George?

4. What did Mama do with her money?

5. What does the Youngers’ new house signify to Ruth? To Mama? Why does Walter so strongly resist

    the idea of moving? 

Act II Scene Two
1. What does George say that makes him a “fool” to Beneatha?

2. How did Ruth find out Walter hadn't been going to work?

3. Where had Walter been going instead of to work?

4. What did Mama do for Walter?

Act II Scene Three
1. Name two moments or find two quotes that show us that Walter and Ruth still love each other 

    through all the hard times. This could be from another part of the play.

2. Who was Karl Lindner, and why did he visit the Youngers' house?

3. What was Walter's reaction to Lindner?

